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BCG is not widely used in the United States, but ir is
often given 10 infants and small children in other countries
where TB is common. If someone was vaccinated with BCG,
he/she may have a positive reaction 1o a TB skin test, This
reaction may be due 1o the BCG vaccine itself or toa real TB
infection. But the positive reaction probably means that he/
she has TB infection if

* his/her skin test reaction is large

* he /she was vaccinated many years ago (because the

BCG reaction gets smaller over time)

* he/she has ever spent time with a person with

infectious TH

¢ somcone in his/her family has had TB

* he/her are from a country where TB discase is very

common

BCG vaccination ram has been carried out in
Taiwan since 1951 virtually more than 95% of our
people was vaccinated before primary school according 1o
the national statistics. However, the prevalence of TB in
Taiwan is dramatically decreasing in the recent years. We
strongly recommend that one may concern the followin
factors before asking a person, from Taiwan and wi
positive tuberculin reaction, to take prophylactic
chemotherapy:

¢ X-ray findings

* A contact of & person with infectious TB
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